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Seasons Greetings! 
 
What a year it has been!  Although there has been a lot of sadness and stress, we have 
also found ourselves amazingly blessed. During times like these, we try to keep in mind 
that all of life is connected in Spirit and everything really is working toward our 
embracing that unity.  It is often very hard to remember that on a big scale. Our family 
though was fortunate this year to have had some small challenges which very clearly 
revealed to us the extraordinary love and support we can count on in our lives. What a 
wonderful gift to be able to experience that firsthand! 
 
In January, we learned that Jean’s mom had cancer. She was expected to live perhaps 
through the summer but died much sooner. In February, we had our first real earthquake. 
The ground bounced up and down for about 30 seconds. Although there was no physical 
damage done in Vancouver, it did open up “a can of worms” at our school when we 
learned that Charles had been left alone in the building for 20 minutes during the 
evacuation.  Not only did the principal fail to mention this to us, but she also failed to 
mention it to the District Safety Officer in her incident report. As it turned out she had 
been following her own very unsafe evacuation procedures instead of the School 
District’s standard procedures for years and had no intention of changing them. On top of 
this it was later revealed that she had been minimizing and dismissing many other major 
safety concerns and then emotionally blackmailing parents and teachers into silence. As 
you well know, Jean is not capable of keeping quiet when there is a wrong to right - 
especially when children are concerned. We had the very horrifying and stressful 
experience of being the “whistleblowers”.  Much to our surprise, over 60 friends and 
acquaintances stepped forward and rallied to our defense at a school meeting.  Eventually 
we ended up with our school getting a new wonderful principal. During all of this 
turmoil, Jean was chairing the school science fair and Jean’s mother died.  Jean flew out 
to New York for a special remembrance Mass. We cannot begin to tell you how kind and 
helpful all of our friends (and people we didn’t even know!) were in helping us to get 
through all of this. We are very happy to report that those who say, “there are no good 
people left in the world” are totally WRONG! 
 
Charles and Joseph are zooming along with their piano lessons. This year they have also 
added Kung Fu classes to our busy schedule. The boys have turned into very “artsy” kids. 
Charles loves piano, creative dance, drawing, gardening, cooking, and reading and then 
acting out the stories.  Joseph loves to write long, wild stories, which he then reads to his 
class for “sharing”. He also loves to read and dance and enjoys playing the piano for 
everyone.  Joseph hopes to work for Nintendo someday. Much to our surprise, we 
discovered that he has already been corresponding with them! No job offer yet. 
 
Charles and Joseph began their formal religious education at the Unity Church this year. 
Over the years we have spent a lot of time at home talking about all of God’s names and 
the many things people believe about God. Then last year Charles chose the topic “world 
mythologies and world religions” for an on-going school project. (Parents: Try walking 
that fine line in a public school with your kid!) This year Charles concluded that he 
needed to learn more about Jesus to decide if he is a Christian or not and so we signed up 
for Sunday school. Charles has “wowed” the Unity teachers with his depth of spiritual 
understanding and we all really enjoy the weekly lessons and the service.  The boys also 
got to perform in the church Christmas musical. They did very well and Joseph loved 
being on stage. That little elf just couldn’t stop smiling!  
 



Dave’s job continues to go well despite the economy and raging court battles among 
software developers. His company is now using teleconferencing so he doesn’t travel 
nearly as much and we all have enjoyed having him around more.  He plans to teach his 
one programming class at the local college again this winter.  Dave has also been 
spending a lot of time teaching Charles and Joseph about astronomy and space. (Yes, we 
do occasionally have clear skies here!). We are all constantly running outside looking for 
satellites, meteors, and the ever-elusive aurora borealis. 
 
Jean has had to put her gardening activities on hold while she does weekly allergy 
injections. Staring out the window at all that lovely soil is just about driving her nuts. The 
series of shots is taking twice as long to get through than originally expected mainly 
because she had an exciting adventure with anaphylactic shock which required them to 
back way down on the doses. The good news is that if she survives the treatments, she 
may be 98% allergy free next year.  Since she can’t work in the garden, we finally 
decided to commit to buying some furniture and do our part to stimulate the economy. 
(What? And give up our dancing space?). Of course, Jean is making it into a big 
production by attempting to create an English Edwardian living room and dining room 
that symbolically represents various parts of the four old “Mary Poppins” books (not the 
movie!). Needless-to-say, this required purchasing the first editions of the books and they 
could only be had by entering into bidding wars on E-Bay.  Now she is looking for just 
the right “props”.  The whole family is having a lot of fun with the search. 
 
We have updated our website with some new photos from this past year. You can find us 
on http://homepage.mac.com/jherman. Jean’s email address is jherman@mac.com and 
Dave’s address is dfleck@computer.org.  We would love to hear from you. 
 
Best wishes for a more peaceful New Year!  
 

 


