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Happy Holidays! 
 
Here we go again with another dark, cozy winter. Hopefully this year won’t be as icy as 
the past year. Last January, we literally got iced in for a week! Daily freezing rain on top 
of several inches of snow and no salt trucks or plows (it rarely freezes here) turned our 
town into a glacier.  Most of the roads – even the interstates - were closed and everything 
shut down. Even the airport had people trapped for four days. Few of the trees in town 
escaped injury, and many fell down or had major damage. Power kept going out as 
branches fell on the lines. Everyday the news anchors would say,  “maybe tomorrow the 
temperature will start to rise and the ice will begin to melt,” or not… After several days 
of watching and waiting, drip, drip, drip, it was really kind of scary! 
 
This year we are waiting for our resident volcano – a.k.a. the Sleeping Giant - Mount St. 
Helens to erupt. No one expects it to explode like it did in 1980 when a third of the 
mountaintop blew off, but since early September the crater has been bulging 
significantly. There are constant little earthquakes, plumes of steam and ash are 
sometimes shooting up as high as 16,000 feet, and even a bit of lava is oozing out. (How 
convenient since both our boys are studying geology in school!) We are in no danger of 
lava reaching us here, but air pollution from ash is causing some concern.  Just depends 
which way the wind is blowing. To be continued…. 
 
Other than our natural disasters, we are having a wonderful year. Life is going along 
quietly and happily in our neck of the woods. Dave continues to be very busy at 
WACOM.  He isn’t, however, teaching anymore because the community college cut most 
of the part-time computer instructors due to low enrollment. I guess since the “dot com” 
bubble burst, fewer people believe they can become millionaires overnight if they learn to 
program computers. Darn! There goes that mansion on the Riviera. So, instead, Dave has 
now found himself on the other side of the podium. He is taking classes at night towards 
a third master’s degree – keeping him very employable – just in case. 
 
Charles is having a great time as a 7th grader and is turning into quite an accomplished 
musician. He enjoys playing the piano, his bass guitar, and absolutely loves playing viola 
in the school orchestra. He also recently got invited to join an adult chamber music 
ensemble. It is such a pleasure to hear him playing in our living room every night after 
dinner. Charles is proving himself to be very strong in both science and math at school. 
This year he was allowed to enroll in a 9th grade algebra class and he is probably the only 
kid in his school that reads college chemistry textbooks for fun! He still wants to be an 
entomologist (insect scientist) and maybe study nanotechnology or bioengineering too. 
 
Joseph is a passionate writer and spends most of his free time working on writing stories 
and comic books. He will be quitting piano soon in order to have more time to take 
creative writing classes and art lessons (so he can better illustrate his books). After a very 
enjoyable year of home schooling, Joseph decided to go to a small private Montessori 
school this September and that has turned out to be a wonderful choice.  He ended up 
skipping a grade so he is now a 6th grader. Since Cascadia School mixes upper elementary 
kids in with middle school kids, he has the best of both worlds. Plus, the school only has 
about 3 hours a week of group instruction and everything else is taught by appointment, 



either individually or in very small groups. Joseph can move along at his usual speedy 
pace, has lots of time to pursue his creative interests, and can still be “just one of the 
guys”.  Since the school goes through 8th grade, it looks like he may be set for a while. 
 
So, Dave is busy and content, Charles is very happy, and Joseph loves his new school. 
This means that I do not have a crisis to deal with and that it is way too quiet at home.  
This could lead to a sparkling clean, tidy house and empty laundry hampers, but 
fortunately I have found other things to keep me occupied. I am going to start piano 
lessons myself next month and, as usual, I am in the process of tearing up the yard 
(again), and have new and improved grandiose gardening plans dancing in my head. 
Mostly though I have been spending a lot of time acting as an informal advocate for 
families with children with special educational needs. I really enjoy helping out because I 
know how little time and energy families have left at the end of the day to jump through 
the special education law bureaucratic hoops - it’s worse than dealing with the IRS! I 
would love to work as an advocate as a full-time job, but since I am pretty sure that I will 
be home schooling Joseph again when he starts high school, I’ll just stick to volunteering 
for now. I must confess – I absolutely LOVED home schooling last year and I miss it 
terribly. We will wait and see what options the public high school can come up with for 
my “little learning sponge” and then decide. We are very lucky because our state really 
supports home schooling and offers a lot of alternatives for kids who need to do things a 
little differently. 
 
Well, time to get back to enjoying the holidays. Hope you and your loved ones have a 
wonderful new year! Please, please, please keep in touch.  We love hearing from you! 
My email address is jmherman@pacifier.com. Dave’s email is dfleck@computer.org. 
Our telephone number is 360-571-8108. If you would like to see some recent photos of 
us, visit our website at http://www.pacifier.com/~jmherman.  
 
Love and Best Wishes, 
 

 
 

 
 


