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Season’s Greetings! 
 
 It has been a very busy and exciting year for us.  We hope that you and your 
family are happy and enjoying the holidays. 
 For the first time in many years, we took a vacation this August to the East Coast. 
We spent a week in Vermont where we visited with my three sisters and members of their 
families. (Liz, Bobbie, and her husband, Henry, kindly drove up from New York to meet 
us near Jackie’s family’s home in Vermont.) The boys thought it was great fun to “check 
out” their relatives – especially their cousins, Dana and Matt. They particularly enjoyed 
boating and fishing with Uncle Jimmy and Matt. The next stop was Boston, where we 
spent time visiting many historic sites, the aquarium and the wonderful science museum. 
We stayed at a hotel near the Quincy Market/Faneuil Hall area and loved watching the 
street performers while we ate our meals outside in the “commons” - although the steamy 
hot weather was a bit much for these Northwesterners. We hope to go east again someday 
because we had such a great time and there are still so many people we would like to see 
and interesting places to visit. A two-week trip was just not long enough to do it all! Next 
time we hope to get down to New York, Maryland, D.C., and Virginia. 
 In September, our family attended the boys’ first rock concert. We saw the 
punk/rock band Green Day and danced and sang along throughout the concert. It was 
incredible. The music was extremely loud and some of the lyrics were questionable, but 
we still had a blast. J Good thing our “family values” are firmly in place…  
 Joseph continues to love the Cascadia Montessori Middle School. This past year 
he got to go camping on the Olympic Coast peninsula with his classmates, and also went 
camping at a nearby lake. In May, they will go to a science camp for a week at Grand 
Teton National Park in Wyoming. He enjoys participating in the chess and drama clubs 
after school. Joseph hopes to join the school marimba band soon – or to take drum 
lessons (pray for Dave and me!!) Joseph still gets a big kick out of writing stories and 
comic books, and working on his website www.joehinsburg.com (Note the “pen name” – 
Hinsburg). He would love for you to visit his website and try to solve some of his very 
challenging puzzles. (Good luck to you with that! Hint: look at the source code.) 
 Charles is finishing up his stay at the performing arts school in June. He is hoping 
to attend a local high school that focuses on math, science, and technology next 
September. He still loves playing music (piano, viola, guitar, and bass guitar), but he now 
realizes that the arts school just isn’t going to be able give him the courses and 
experiences he will need to go to a good science college. Charles LOVES both math and 
science and definitely wants to become a scientist in the future. He can’t wait to study 
biology and chemistry.  Every summer he goes to a wonderful science camp in the high 
desert in Oregon, and at this point he almost knows more than the teachers. Maybe 
someday they’ll give him a summer job there as a camp counselor! 
 Dave is very busy at work and at home. He decided to stop working on his 3rd 
masters degree, and instead is pursuing a doctorate degree in Computer Science. While 
this involves a tremendous amount of time and energy, at least most of the course work 
can be done at home since he can do a lot of it long distance “on-line”, and only has to  



physically go to the university in Colorado for a few weeks of the year for classes. But 
between his job, family life, and school - well, you can imagine… 
 In November, I “celebrated” my 50th birthday and became eligible for 
membership in the AARP. What a shock to the system that was! Fortunately, this was 
also probably one of the most thrilling years of my life because I got invited to visit my 
hero, President Jimmy Carter, at the Carter Center in Atlanta. With about 99 other like-
minded “crazed liberal democrat activists”, I learned what I could do to support the 
mission of the Carter Center: “Waging Peace – Fighting Disease – Building Hope”.  As if 
this wasn’t wonderful enough, I also got to spend a few days in Plains, Georgia, where 
Jimmy and Rosalyn personally gave our group the grand tour of their hometown, church, 
Jimmy’s boyhood farm, and their high school. On top of that, I attended several parties 
that the Carters hosted. I even got to be Jimmy Carter’s dance partner twice (!!!). I felt 
like I had died and gone to heaven!! I never imagined in my wildest dreams that I would 
ever get to have one-on-one time with the man I admire most in the world, but I did and it 
was fantastic! It was truly a “trip of a lifetime” for me. 
 Our family wishes you and your loved ones a joyous and happy new year! 
You can see some photos of our family on our web page www.fleck-family.com Please 
remember to keep in touch with us (or at least keep us in your thoughts and prayers).  Our 
phone number is still 360-571-8108. My email address is jmherman@pacifier.com and 
Dave’s email is dfleck@computer.org  
 
 With love and best wishes, 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


