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Happy Holidays! 
 
The year is rapidly coming to a close, and any illusion of life slowing down as the 
children get older has now been definitely put to rest. Quite the opposite in fact: our 
leisure time seems to have all but disappeared. Oh well…we are having a great time, 
even if the pace is a bit too fast for these old parents. Is it nap time yet??? 
 
Charles started high school this year, having left the Arts School for a math-science-
technology focused program. Much to our surprise, the new school has offered him even 
more exciting musical opportunities. By being in the right place at the right time, Charles 
was offered a coveted spot in the school’s jazz ensemble playing the piano. The jazz band 
is an extremely dedicated small group of talented musicians (they have to be “dedicated” 
alright, since they meet daily for an hour before the start of school, requiring Charles and 
his mother – a.k.a. the chauffeur – to get up at 5:30 every morning!). This group is 
learning the scary skill of “improvisation” and performs one or more gigs almost every 
week. The schedule is grueling, but Charles says it is really worth it – he’s having a ball! 
The academics at the school aren’t bad either. He has several excellent teachers and has 
joined fellow geeks on the math team. He recently did very well in a regional math 
competition, where he placed 6th as an individual, and his team came in 4th place. 
Charles is a very happy teenager. Life is good. 
 
Joseph is in his last year at the Cascadia Montessori Middle School and is loving every 
minute. Last spring, his class flew to a science camp in the Grand Tetons where they 
hiked on snowshoes, and got to observe the wildlife – including a herd of bison that 
wandered into the camp!  Joseph continues to participate in the drama club where the 
kids have discovered Monty Python skits. He also got to play the part of Vizzini in the 
school’s production of The Princess Bride. Vizzini (“inconceivable!”) was the perfect 
character for him since he got the chance to die dramatically on stage – what a ham! He 
also continues to write stories, and is learning new computer skills (like Flash Animation) 
in order to improve his personal website (www.joehinsburg.com). Joseph is developing 
quite a passion for all things math-y, particularly the term “Pi” (3.14) and has memorized 
Pi out to 70-plus digits! Apparently this is not such an odd thing to do. We have 
discovered that there are people all over the world who are obsessed with this mysterious, 
magical number. Takes all kinds, doesn’t it? 
 
Dave has completed his first year of his doctorate degree (2 more years to go), while 
continuing to work hard at Wacom Technology. You can imagine just how busy he is! 
Talk about multi-tasking. He has learned that exhaustion is a great cure for insomnia. 
Somehow he manages to get everything done, and still finds time for our family. Dave 
has been cheering on the high school sports teams with Charles (the jazz band plays at all 
of the home games), and he enjoys teaching Joseph lots of new computer tricks. Dave has 
even watched a few movies and television shows with me! (Although we often end up 
nodding off together on the couch! We miss more endings that way.) 
 



As for me, I continue to put in lots of time (when I am not driving our kids around) on 
my advocacy “projects” - researching educational choices for kids who don’t quite fit the 
cookie cutter mold, and offering moral support and information to families. This “hobby” 
has gotten me very involved with the Washington Homeschool Organization, as well as 
with the legislative process since our State is getting friendlier towards “distance 
learning”, alternative learning experiences, and homeschooling.  I am looking forward to 
homeschooling Joseph again next year for high school, and in preparing for that 
adventure, I have become a walking encyclopedia of educational laws and programs. 
 
Our family had a wonderful summer. We visited San Francisco and had a great time 
touring Alcatraz, the Steinhart Aquarium, Chinatown, the Exploratorium, Zeum, and 
Muir Woods. We also took a fantastic trip to Ohio where we spent hours playing games 
(Sequence, anyone?) and hanging out with our relatives. After Findlay, we drove to 
Cincinnati where we spent several days with my dear friends, Anne-Marie and Stefan. 
We had such a good time visiting the Loveland castle, the aquarium, watching the boat 
races, swimming, and taking in the huge King’s Island Amusement Park. But best of all 
was getting the precious time to just sit and talk for hours and reconnect with our friends 
and family.  It was a really memorable summer and everyone enjoyed it tremendously. 
 
We hope you and your family are having a good year. Drop us a line whenever you can.  
In a few days, you will be able to see some photos of our family on our web page 
www.fleck-family.com (yes, we are a little late posting them…) Please remember to keep 
in touch – or at least think of us now and then.  Come visit us sometime– if you think you 
can stand the pace! Our phone number is still 360-571-8108. My email address is 
jmherman@pacifier.com and Dave’s email address is dfleck@computer.org  
 
 With love and best wishes for a joyous new year, 
 
 

 


