
 
December 2007 
 
Seasons Greetings To All! 
 
We hope this letter finds you and your family happy and healthy. If this letter arrives a 
little late, please forgive us. This has been an extraordinarily busy year, full of exciting 
changes and insane schedules. With the late starting Winter Break, there hasn’t been a 
slowdown in the flood of last minute research papers, projects, exams, and activities. If 
we get the Christmas tree up by Christmas morning, it will be a miracle in itself! 
 
Charles loves high school and “went to State” with his math team. He took his driver’s 
education course this summer. As I handed him the keys for his first practice drive, the 
funniest thing occurred to me: until that moment, I had never even let him sit in the front 
seat of the car!  And now, I am sitting in the passenger seat next to him listening to him 
comment about how different things appear looking out through the windshield.  Oh my!  
 
It is hard to believe that Charles is a sophomore and is starting to think about where he 
might apply to college. Since he absolutely loves French, he is seriously thinking of 
trying to go to an English-speaking college in French-speaking Quebec (or maybe even 
France - $$$$). Other than considering if the school offers a good program in biomedical 
engineering, his other big concern is if a potential college is near any five-star restaurants. 
Yes, our skinny child has become a “foodie”. This coming June, he will be going to 
France with his class and all he can dream about is what exotic gourmet foods he will be 
able to eat when he gets there. Hope he finds a good paying job after college! 
 
Joseph has experienced the biggest change of all this year. He finished 8th grade at his 
wonderful Montessori middle school (graduating class: 13 total) and is now attending a 
high school with over 2000 students. It has been a really big adjustment for both him and 
for me. We made a lot of great friends at Cascadia Montessori, and now all of them are 
scattered among seven different high schools. We miss the families and the teachers. The 
only thing that cushioned the blow of leaving the school was the wonderful final class 
trip they took to Catalina Island (near California) where they camped for a week and 
went kayaking and snorkeling – even going for a dive in the middle of the night!  
 
The nice thing about the high school though for Joseph is that he has been able to take a 
course there in Graphic Design. For the past several years now, Joseph has been a very 
enthusiastic computer science geek. He has taken many workshops and courses on the 
weekends and during the summer to fine-tune his computer skills. In fact, this summer he 
spent a week at a computer camp on a college campus studying website design. He loved 
living in the dorm, and really didn’t want to come home. Looks like he will be following 
in his father’s footsteps. 
 
Dave has been working extra hard this year.  Wacom Technology continues to keep him 
very busy, and it seems like almost every month he is flying off to some meeting 



somewhere. As if his job wasn’t enough, he is in the final year of his doctorate program. The 
course assignments are continually hanging over his head. It is a wonder he sleeps at all! We will 
all be very happy indeed when he finishes the program next autumn. Dave’s other big adventure 
this year was his trip to the emergency room to get his appendix out. Fortunately, it happened on 
a weekend, so he hardly missed work at all.  (Is that twisted or what?) It is amazing how little 
pain and recovery time is involved these days with surgery. Truth be told, I think he really 
enjoyed observing the technology-side of the whole procedure. I even caught him giving 
computer advice to one of the doctors!! 
 
As for me, I am keeping busy with my little political advocacy projects and volunteering. I am 
still providing on-line answers to questions from parents who are looking for alternative ways to 
educate their children. There are so many different programs and services to choose from these 
days that it really is mind-boggling. I have also gotten involved in the citizen advisory meetings 
for the re-vamping of our county public transportation system. Boy, has that been an eye-opening 
experience! The other rather all-consuming task I have gotten myself into is homeschooling 
Joseph part-time (college algebra and honors biology). Since he is only 13, we thought it would 
be better if he eased his way into the high school scene by just going for a couple of classes. 
Unfortunately two classes turned into four, and of course they aren’t offered back to back, so I 
spend a great deal of time driving him back and forth to school. Originally we thought that he 
might continue to homeschool throughout all of his high school years since he is really out of 
step academically. Now we are discovering that it is actually very difficult to straddle both 
worlds: public high school and the homeschool community. We will see how that works out - 
depending on his testosterone level and teenage angst and my ability to restrain myself from 
strangling him. Joseph is as headstrong as I am, and we can really butt heads some days. 
 
We are all looking forward to the New Year, and especially to summer vacation!! Last summer, 
we took a great trip to Crater Lake in Oregon. Both the drive and the lake were spectacular. Until 
you see the lake yourself, you just can’t imagine what a beautiful turquoise blue it is; and not 
because of some weird chemical pollutant, but because the water is so pure.  The other great 
parts of the trip were rafting on the Rogue River, touring the Oregon Caves National Monument, 
and visiting the Applegate Trail (the Oregon Trail alternative route) Interpretive Center. 
 
Well, I guess I better get this letter in the mail – before it is Valentine’s Day. Look for some of 
our photos on our web page www.fleck-family.com in early January. Keep in touch! My email 
address is jmherman@pacifier.com and Dave’s is dfleck@computer.org 
 
Love and best wishes for a great 2008! 
 

 
 


