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Seasons Greetings to You and Your Loved Ones! 

We hope life is treating you well. It has been a year of wildly mixed emotions for our 
family. We have experienced both new adventures, and sad goodbyes. 

 In April, Dave’s father passed away peacefully at the ripe old age of 93. In July, our 
beloved Uncle Jimmy (Jean’s brother-in-law; Jackie’s husband of 32 years) unexpectedly 
suffered a fatal brain stem hemorrhage.  He was just 53 years old. Jim was an 
extraordinarily gentle, caring, and generous man and he will be missed greatly by the 
many, many people (and foster kittens) whose lives he touched. It is so difficult to 
believe that he is really gone. At his memorial service in Vermont, Jean and all five of 
her siblings had the bittersweet pleasure of reuniting for the first time in eleven years. 

Joseph successfully completed his first year of college at Western Washington 
University. He enjoyed campus life so much that he decided to attend the summer 
quarter. After a short end-of-summer break, he is now back for his second year. He likes 
tutoring other students in math and chemistry in exchange for orange soda and junk food. 
Despite a full schedule of classes, he has managed to squeeze in time to write another 
science fiction novel. Now, if he could just find a literary agent to help him to get his 
books published, he would be very happy indeed. 

Charles has developed a fascination with playing Bridge. To fill the shortage of 
experienced players, he has started hanging out with friends who are four times his age! 
Charles is in his third year of college, but is technically a senior. He absolutely loves his 
upper-level electrical engineering courses and has decided to complete a second major in 
applied math. Like his brother, he also spent most of this past summer taking classes. It 
looks like our long idyllic summer days with our kids are rapidly coming to an end.  Ahh, 
they are growing up…in fact, in January, Charles will turn 21 years old. Yikes! 

In September, our whole family took a wonderful two-week trip to Hawaii. We spent   
most of the first week on the island of Oahu swimming at Waikiki Beach and visited 
Pearl Harbor. A highlight was spending a full day “getting Lost”. By that I mean we hired 
a professional, obsessive fan of the “Lost” television show who drove us all over the 
island checking out the sites where the now defunct show was filmed. It was a unique 
way to see Oahu and very entertaining for this family of die-hard fans. 

We spent the second half of our trip on the Big Island of Hawaii. We visited a different 
beach every day and discovered what it feels like to float like a cork in the extremely 
salty warm ocean water. One day, both boys flew hundreds of feet in the air parasailing 
over the harbor. We also went caving in a lava tube, snorkeled, and enjoyed a luau. 
During the last couple of days, Joseph came down with strep throat, so he and Jean 
relaxed at the condo while Dave and Charles drove to the green sand beach and hiked at 
the volcano observatory park. Charles went snorkeling at night with manta rays for his 
final adventure.  It was an amazing vacation! 



 

This year our East Coast friends, Inga & Neil, sent their son Graham to the University of 
Oregon to study sports management. Since the U of O is only about two hours from our 
home, we got to show Neil and Graham around the lovely Pacific Northwest when they 
came for the campus visit in the spring.  Then, in November, it was absolutely delightful 
to have Graham join our family for Thanksgiving break. He fit right in, and we are all 
looking forward to having him spend future college breaks with us.  

Dave and I continue to enjoy each other’s company. We try to go to the Oregon coast 
twice a month so we can walk on the shore or around the little town of Rockaway Beach. 
We also watch too much television and go out to eat probably too often. Life is very, very 
good – and every year our pants get a little tighter to prove it! I continue to enjoy my Tai 
Chi classes, and have recently added Qigong sessions (a Chinese method of balancing life 
energy) to my activities. I am also plugging away at my “bucket list” – this year Dave 
and I went to see David Byrne (of Talking Heads fame) perform a rock concert with a 
Salvation Army-style marching band (really). He is an amazing performer with a very 
unique approach to life and music.  

Dave is still working hard at Wacom Technology, creating all sorts of cool pen-based 
computer tablet products. They keep him on the go, far more than he would prefer. He 
has traveled twice to Japan this year for meetings. Next year he promises to take me with 
him on one of his business trips. He has to go to Scotland for a conference next October. I 
am going to start taking bagpipe lessons soon in preparation for that trip!  

We hope you have a very happy holiday season and a wonderful New Year. Please keep 
in touch.  Our telephone number is 360-571-8108.  As usual our annual photos are posted 
on www.fleck-family.com  

Best wishes to you! 

	   	  	  	  	  

	  


