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Season’s Greetings!  

We hope all is well in your neck of the woods. It is hard to believe another year has passed 
already. Life is busy here, as usual… 

I still am practicing Tai Chi, and have now “graduated” to the advanced level. It is a 
wonderful workout for my “gray matter”, as well as for my body. It is very mentally 
challenging because my class alternates between two very different styles and forms, but it 
sure is fun! Speaking of “gray”, I have decided to join the “Silver Fox Club” and am 
growing my gray hair out. It is quite a shock every time I look in the mirror, but I think I 
like it! I have about 5 more inches to go before I achieve shoulder-length “silver” hair. 

I continue to serve on our Condo Board, and this year I am the Treasurer.  Being in charge 
of the finances is a bit of a love/hate thing for me. I have always enjoyed the details of 
accounting work, but having to deliver the occasional “bad news” to the owners is 
sometimes difficult. Cue the Rolling Stones soundtrack: “You Can’t Always Get What You 
Want”. Hahaha. 

Joseph continues to study diligently at Western Washington University, and he plans to 
graduate in June 2015. He is seriously considering going to graduate school to earn a 
Masters degree in Applied Statistics. However, he is discovering that applying to graduate 
programs is a very time-consuming process, especially when you are also carrying a full 
load of challenging advanced math courses. He may need to take a “gap year” next year in 
order to just complete the application paperwork!  

Joseph still enjoys creative writing, and now has a WordPress blog at fleckfleck.com where 
he shares lots of anecdotes and short-fiction pieces.  (Check it out! The more readers he has, 
the better. Just type fleckfleck.com into your search engine.) Honestly, I think Joseph could 
be very happy working in a bookstore during the day, and writing all night. He could easily 
embrace the stereotypical “starving artist living in the garret” lifestyle. 

This month, Charles graduated with honors from the University of Washington. He has 
worked very hard, and completed two B.S. degrees, one in Electrical Engineering, and the 
other in Applied Mathematics.  Wow! We are so proud of him. Now, he just needs to find a 
job!  He is hoping to find an embedded software position near home (and near his 
girlfriend), so he can go to the coast with Dave and me on weekends. Good thing we got 
that second bedroom at our place on the beach. It will be nice to have him living nearby. 



This past summer, Charles participated in the North American Bridge Championship, 
hosted by the American Contract Bridge League. He and his college teammates won an all- 
expenses-paid trip to Las Vegas to compete against six other college teams.  He had a great 
time hanging out with other obsessive bridge players. The casinos weren’t bad either! They 
did not win the tournament, but that meant more time for Black Jack – even better! 

Later in the summer, Charles and Dave went to the Burning Man Festival.  Frankly, I 
wasn’t surprised that Dave wanted to go to the high-tech art festival a second time. After he 
went last year with Joseph, I knew that Dave would be anxious to go again. (And, once 
again, I said “no thanks” to the harsh living conditions on the desert playa.) Charles 
convinced Dave to attend a symphony concert, and a wine & cheese tasting event at the 
Festival – so much for the “hippy alternative communal experience”.  Is Charles turning 
into the TV character “Frasier”? Possibly he has spent too many years living at UW in 
Seattle under the Space Needle.  

I am very pleased to report that Dave survived Wacom Technology’s reorganization. In 
fact, he did more than survive - he got promoted to Global Vice President of Research & 
Development, and is now a Fellow, the highest honorary title in the field of technology. Of 
course, we always knew he was a jolly good fellow!  This new position means more 
interesting work, more independence, and more international travel. The best part (for me, 
anyway) is that I will get to accompany him on some of these trips (thanks to Frequent 
Flyer Miles), and after he “takes care of business”, we can make a vacation of it.   

This past May, Dave and I went to Italy. We rented an apartment in Rome for a week, and 
toured the ancient sights, museums, and cathedrals, non-stop. Later we traveled to delightful 
Florence, and then beautiful Lake Como. Italy is a lovely, exciting, chaotic place. Despite 
the delicious food and large amounts of gelato, we actually lost weight with all of the 
walking.  There is an endless supply of amazing sights to see in Italy. I think we could have 
spent five years there, and still would have not been able to visit everything that we wanted 
to see. Another trip will definitely have to be planned in the future! 

I have posted some photos on our website www.fleck-family.com so you can see what we 
have been up to. Please stay in touch (jmherman@pacifier.com), and feel free to visit us 
sometime. We would love to share the beautiful Pacific Northwest with you!  

Best wishes to you and your loved ones! 

 

  


