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Happy Holidays!  

We hope you and your loved ones are happy and healthy. We are all busy, as usual. 

I continue to practice Tai Chi, and I joined the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society last 
March. This is a fantastic group of warm, energetic people who get together every week to 
dance. Scottish Country Dance is a “courtly” style of dance, and much more sedate than 
competitive Highland dancing. It is similar to American square dancing, with lots of 
intricate patterns, and standardized moves. The best part is that RSCDS is an international 
club, so wherever you may find yourself in the world, there is likely to be a local group with 
whom you can do the very same dances. Can’t beat that! I am having so much fun. 

I am wrapping up my final term serving as Treasurer on our condominium Board. I am 
trying to get everything in “turn-key” order for the next masochist to take a turn. (Oh, did I 
say that? I meant the next “volunteer”!) Between Dave and me, we have served a total of 
five years on the HOA Board, and it is definitely time to pass the baton on to someone else 
so we can simply go and relax and enjoy our little weekend place at the beach.  

In September, my sister Liz came out from New York for a visit. We had a good time 
hanging out here in Vancouver, and then we spent a few days at the coast. The time went 
way too fast. Speaking of time…I celebrated my 60th birthday in November! I guess I 
should be feeling down about that, but honestly the perks of getting older are pretty darn 
good. I LOVE all of those discounts! It is so freeing to be able to say and do whatever I 
want; people just shake their heads and smile at this crazy eccentric old lady. Extraordinary! 

Dave’s employer, Wacom, did a massive re-organization of their entire worldwide company 
this year. As a result, Dave is no longer managing the software engineers. Instead, he is now 
doing what he always longed to do…research and development, and he is in a “global 
position”. That basically means that he is the technical go-to person, and on call 24/7. The 
upside is that he gets to work at home several days a week in order to participate in 
meetings that take place in various time zones. It is a good way for him to start easing into 
retirement when he will be home with me every day. (Retirement Target Date is 2019.) 

In his new R&D position, Dave is supposed to keep abreast of cutting-edge technologies, 
and that often means traveling to conferences. In addition to the usual trips to California and 
Japan, this year he went to the lovely Portuguese island of Madeira. He really enjoyed the 
amazing super-fresh seafood, and the glorious views of the ocean from his hotel perched on 
the steep cliffs that line the perimeter of this volcanic resort island.  



Dave went to the Burning Man art festival for the 3rd time in a row. Since Charles and 
Joseph had gone with him previously, and I don’t “do” desert camping, he found a middle-
aged male stranger from upstate NY who had never attended before and who wanted to 
share an RV. That could have been very bad, but it worked out great. Bill was delightful, 
and once he got over the shock of the harsh living conditions on the Black Rock Playa, they 
both had a transformative time. As for Dave, he always comes home immediately planning 
for next year’s trip. Personally, I don’t get it, but whatever makes you happy, Honey… 

In June, Joseph graduated from Western Washington University with two degrees – one in 
mathematics (computer science focus) and the other in psychology. Three days after 
graduation, he began taking graduate-level coursework in applied statistics as part of an on-
line Masters program with Colorado State University. No rest for the weary! At the 
moment, Joseph is living at home with us - finishing up some classes and writing his 
novels. (We have GOT to get this kid published!). He plans to start looking for a job as a 
Data Analyst right after the holidays. Joseph hopes to stay here in the area if possible. It is 
so nice to have him around again. Nobody makes us laugh the way Joseph does. 

Charles is living the dream. After graduating from the University of Washington last 
December, he found an amazing embedded software (electrical engineering) job right here 
in Vancouver! We are so proud of him! He is renting a cute little house that is just a short 
walk to work and downtown Vancouver. Charles spends his free time watching sports and 
playing his guitar. He is in a rock band with some friends from Seattle, and spends a lot of 
time practicing with the other band members via Skype, and traveling back and forth to 
Seattle. They plan to record their music soon – I will post it on Facebook if they do! 

Together Charles and Joseph attend a book club and rock climb at a local gym. All four of 
us participate in a weekly trivia competition. We never come even close to winning, but it is 
lots of fun for our whole family to hang out together every Tuesday night. It is wonderful 
having both of our sons living so close by. Life is very, very good! 

There are more photos of us on our website www.fleck-family.com Please stay in touch 
(jmherman@pacifier.com). I really hope you will come and visit us some day! 

Best wishes for a joyful New Year! 

 

	   	  	  


