December 2016
Happy Holidays!
What a year 2016 has been. We are all looking forward to ringing in a New Year with
hopefully a lot less drama – although with Trump as our new President, I am not sure that is
even possible. Buckle up folks; it is going to be a bumpy ride! Looks like Dave and I will
be getting more involved in civil rights activities in the coming years…
In May, Dave and I celebrated our 25th wedding anniversary by taking a Rick Steves’ Tour
of Paris & the Heart of France. As one who usually prefers to travel independently, I was
very pleasantly surprised. Leaving all of the arrangements to someone else was great. Our
guide was fantastic, and we thoroughly enjoyed hanging out with our 26 delightful traveling
companions. Our trip included things that we could never have done on our own – like
spending the night on the island of Mont St. Michel so we could have the magical early
morning experience of hearing morning prayers sung in the abbey. Two thumbs up for
Rick Steves’ Tours! We would love to do another one in the future.
After the tour of France, Dave headed off to a conference in Italy, while I spent a week in
Liverpool. Although I am a huge Beatles fan, the real highlight of this trip was spending
time with my newly discovered Polish cousin, Julian. (Thank you, Ancestry.com). Julian
and I learned that our common Josiger relative actually had ties to a Scottish family (big
surprise there!) who were involved in the cotton industry in Liverpool. We were able to
locate the places where the MacViccar family lived and worked in the 1800’s, and spent
time exploring the city while getting to know each other. What a wonderful visit we had.
In July, I completed my term on our condominium HOA Board for our weekend place on
the coast. After five years of serving in various capacities, Dave and I are finally free to
focus on our own home in Vancouver. Just in time too, since our 1989 house is at the point
where almost everything needs to be replaced or repaired. Can’t say I am enjoying the
process; every time I have to call a contractor, it is like ripping off a band-aid. I am
determined to get all of the work done before Dave retires. Target date: August 2019.
Dave’s is now working as Wacom’s one-man R&D department. This allows him to work at
home 3 days a week, and in the office 2 days a week. I really enjoy having him around
more and it is good practice for retirement. In April, Wacom moved to Portland, OR, and
that meant a very long commute. Dave takes an express bus, followed by a healthy one-mile
walk, to get to the new office building. Even though Dave now spends over an hour getting
to work, at least he can spend some of that time snoozing and daydreaming on the bus.

Joseph completed his graduate school Certificate in Applied Statistics, and found a job as a
Database Technician, generating analytical reports for financial institutions. Since the job is
well over an hour drive from our home, finding a place to rent closer to work was a top
priority. Our area is experiencing a massive housing shortage, so this presented quite a
challenge. Fortunately, my dear friend Betty, who lives close to his job, saved the day by
kindly letting him move in with her family until an “affordable” (and I use that term very
loosely) apartment became available. Now Joseph is happily renting an over-priced, lovely,
old 1940’s era “cottage” at Broadmoor Manor, just a few minutes from work. La-di-da.
Joseph continues to love creative writing, and is actively looking for a publisher. He
devotes most of his free time to writing books, as well as to working on shorter pieces for
his blog fleckfleck.com. He writes some really amazing things. Check his blog out!
Charles has been very busy composing and recording music in Seattle with his band - I Was
Omnipotent. You can hear free samples of each of the songs from their debut album entitled
youarealright on Amazon.com. I think if you like the band Modest Mouse (Float On), you
would certainly enjoy Charles’ band’s first album. It is really great.
Charles is still working as a Firmware Engineer, and living in Vancouver, just 15 minutes
from our home. He and Joseph participate in a monthly book club and they enjoy
bouldering together. Charles enjoys watching Sunday football (any sport, really) with Dave,
and we compete as a team at a weekly trivia contest at a local pizza place. We are so lucky
to have both of our sons living nearby so we still can share some time together!
For the fourth summer in a row, Dave went to Burning Man, the high-tech, fire-related art
festival. He is definitely a full-fledged “Burner” now. This year, he had quite an adventure
when the RV he rented developed a dangerous propane tank leak. The fuel had to be burned
off by the fire department (quite a show in itself), and he had to spend the week in the desert
without heat and hot water. Fun. (Yes, he got a full refund from the company that rented
him the RV.) After that scare, he is seriously considering trying tent-camping next year.
I have posted some photos on our website www.fleck-family.com so you can see what we
have been up to. Please stay in touch (jmherman@pacifier.com), and feel free to visit us
sometime. We would love to share the beautiful Pacific Northwest with you!
Best wishes to you and your loved ones!

