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BiOp Approval a Move Forward for Salmon and Region, Dam Breaching Contingency Unnecessary
 

Today, the Obama Administration endorsed the 2008 Biological Opinion for Operation of the Federal Columbia River Power system, or 2008 BiOp, finding it "biologically and legally sound,” and based upon the best available scientific information. This endorsement comes after four months of extensive Administration review of the scientific and legal underpinnings of 2008 BiOp.  

 

“The Obama Administration’s support for the 2008 Biological Opinion is an endorsement of the region’s hard work and commitment to salmon recovery,” said Scott Corwin, Executive Director of the Public Power Council.  “The 2008 BiOp was the result of an impressive collaborative effort spanning several years and involving the Northwest states, Northwest Tribes and the federal agencies with responsibility for Columbia River basin salmon.  That effort produced a comprehensive salmon recovery plan that enjoys broad regional support. ”  

 

“We commend the efforts of the Northwest states, Northwest Tribes and the federal agencies that collaborated on the 2008 BiOp.  We have long supported use of the best available science to guide our efforts and our spending on salmon recovery,” said Corwin. 

 

Salmon recovery efforts in the Columbia River Basin represent approximately 30 percent of the costs of power purchased by consumer-owned utilities from the Bonneville Power Administration.  The 2008 BiOp will increase this investment, costing approximately $1 billion annually – an unprecedented financial commitment in tough economic times on behalf of the residential and business customers of consumer-owned utilities region-wide. 

 

While this plan is generally a positive approach for moving forward, some elements included by the Administration still create utility concerns.  “It is unfortunate and disappointing to see that revisions to the 2008 BiOp include a dam breaching contingency.  Dam breaching is an extreme measure that has been thoroughly studied and found to have questionable biological benefits to Columbia River basin salmon,” said Corwin.  “In addition, destroying the Lower Snake River dams would have severe consequences for our economy and environment, adding 4.4 million tons of CO2 to our atmosphere each year from replacement power sources.”  

 

Consumer-owned utilities in the Northwest remain committed to the 2008 BiOp as the best path forward toward stable salmon runs and salmon recovery efforts. 

 

PPC represents the Pacific Northwest’s consumer-owned utilities on issues related to the Federal Columbia River Power System. 
